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remained constant since FY08, the 

school increased energy demand. 

Energy conservation measures cur-

tailed some use, with recent lighting 

projects, but increased demand for 

heating and cooling resulted in an 

energy density of 263 kBTU/sq ft. As 

square footage is near constant, this 

is a 3% increase over the 255 kBTU/

sq ft baseline and an 8% increase 

over FY16. The U.S. national median 

for colleges and universities is 130.7 

kBtu/sq ft and biological and chem-

ical laboratory facilities are typically 

375 kBtu/sq ft. 

Greenhouse Gas  
Emissions 

BPSH’s emissions rose slightly in 

FY17, up 4.6% from FY16. The 22,531 
MTCO2e emissions are still a 26% 

decrease from the FY08 baseline. 

BSPH is 7,610MTCO2e reduction 

away from its goal.  

 

Waste Diversion  

Forthcoming: In FY16, BSPH once 

again led all university divisions 

with a 60% diversion waste, 

though this is down from 73% last 

fiscal year. The average diversion 

rate for the entire university was 

43%.

Paper Use 

BSPH is a leader in ordering 

paper with at least 30% recycled 

content. In FY17, 93% of orders 

were recycled content paper, 

compared to 94% in FY16. More 

importantly, BSPH reduced their 

paper orders by 16% since FY16 

to 1,247 reams.

Total Energy  
Consumption
The Bloomberg School of 

Public Health increased in 

energy use in FY17 to be above 

its baseline energy use. BSPH 

used 273,790 MMBTU in FY17, 

an increase of 8% over FY16 

and an increase of 3% over 
the FY08 baseline of 265,107 

MMBTU. Electric and natural 

gas consumption continued 

their gradual decline in FY17. 

Electricity was down 10% 

from FY08 and natural gas 

down 6%. However, heating 

and cooling demand supplied 

from steam and chilled water 

increased by 5% since FY08.

Energy Density 
While BSPH’s building area 

With lighting accounting for 53% of energy use in BSPH 

facilities, they’ve been implementing innovative ways to 

reduce consumption. In FY17, BSPH installed $225,000 

in high efficiency lighting retrofits in their stairwells 

and parking garages. Each of these use state of the art 

controls, turning off in the stairwells during daylight, and 

when the garages are vacant, alongside the latest LED 

technology to reduce electric use. The projects have a 

payback of under 2 years.  Additionally, with brighter 

lights that are occupancy aware, they increase safety and 

visibility. 

Lighting Retrofits

Growing Numbers
The Bloomberg School of Public Health has remained fairly 

constant in physical size, only growing by 12,235 square feet 

since FY08 to be 1,039,171 total square feet. However, it has 

grown. The student body grew from 1,599 full time students 

in FY08 to 2,182 in FY17. Full time employees also rose by 

473 to a total of 2,459. This 41% increase in full time stu-

dents and 25% increase in full time employees means there 

are 31% more people, using energy and water, requiring 

fresh air treated to temperature, and generating waste.  New 

research initiatives, partnerships and collaborations be-

tween the Office of Sustainability and BSPH students, staff, 

and faculty are embracing fresh ways of thinking about 

public health research and practice, by looking to internal 

operations and opportunities that can explore, model, and 

inspire sustainable development. 


















